
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Paul A. Koomar* 
Mayor, City of Bay Village 
President
Lauren R. Welch* 
Interim Director of 
Communications, 
Say Yes Cleveland 
Vice President
Emily Garr Pacetti** 
Former Community Affairs 
Officer, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Cleveland 
Vice President
Anthony D. Biasiotta***
Mayor, City of Seven Hills
Anastasia A. Elder, Esq. 
Associate, UB Greensfelder 
L.L.P.
Marie Gallo**** 
Mayor, City of Parma Heights
Stephen M. Love 
Former Program Director, 
Cleveland Foundation

Rev. Dr. Charles P. Lucas 
Pastor Emeritus, 
St. James AME Church
Shanelle Smith Whigham*****
Senior Vice President 
and National Community 
Engagement Director, KeyBank
Deidre McPherson
Chief Community Officer, 
Assembly for the Arts
Jeffrey W. Sleasman 
Former Senior Director,
Fund for Our Economic Future
 David E. Weiss 
Mayor, City of Shaker Heights

*Elected in March 2025
**Elected in October 2025
***Departed in March 2025
****Joined in March 2025
*****Joined in November 2025

In Memory of 
Reverend Dr. Charles P. Lucas
February 26, 1941 – November 
1, 2025

Reverend Dr. Charles P. Lucas, 
who served on the GCRTA Board 
of Trustees from 2016–2025, 
was a steadfast leader whose 
vision strengthened our agency 
and deepened our commitment 
to accessible, equitable 
transit. As Board President, 
Vice President and committee 
chair, he played a pivotal role 
in advancing initiatives that 
enhanced mobility for all of 
Cuyahoga County. His legacy 
of faith-driven service and 
dedication to community will 
forever guide and inspire us.
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PEOPLE

India L. Birdsong Terry 
General Manager and CEO
Floun’say R. Caver, PhD 
Deputy General Manager, 
Operations
Janet E. Burney 
General Counsel/Deputy General 
Manager, Legal Affairs

George F. Fields 
Deputy General Manager, 
Human Resources
Anthony Garofoli 
Executive Director, Internal Audit
Rajan D. Gautam, CPA
Deputy General Manager, 
Finance, Secretary-Treasurer

Michael J. Schipper 
Deputy General Manager, 
Engineering & Project Management
Natoya J. Walker Minor, DEL 
Deputy General Manager, 
Administration & External Affairs


